


August 30, 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk83214926]WELCOME to our Outdoor Service!
Thank you for joining us! We are gathered here to be strengthened in faith through the Word of Jesus, the Son of God, who came to forgive and save us. 
After Worship, all are invited inside the church for a FREE Brunch!  
[image: ][image: Jeremiah The Weeping Prophet – A Deep Dive Into His Life, Prophecies ...]If there is anything we can do to better serve you, please let us know.
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14th Sunday after Pentecost
Theme: An Unexpected Truth: The Cross Comes Before The Crown!

Opening Hymn: #225 This is the Day the Lord Has Made, v. 1-5

1. This is the day the Lord has made; He calls the hours his own.
Let heav’n rejoice; let earth be glad And praise surround the throne.

2. Today he rose and left the dead, And Satan’s empire fell;
Today the saints his triumphs spread And all his wonders tell.

3. Hosanna to the anointed King, To David’s holy Son!
Help us, O Lord; descend and bring Salvation from the throne.

4. Blessed is Jesus Christ, who came With messages of grace,
Who came in God the Father’s name To save our sinful race.

5. Hosanna in the highest strains The Church on earth shall raise;
The highest heav’ns, in which he reigns, Shall give him nobler praise.
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt.

INVOCATION
Minister: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen. (after the introduction, we join to sing:)
C sings (♫): Baptismal waters cover me, As I approach on bended knee;
My Father’s mercy here I plead; for grievous sins of thought and deed.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
C: Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
C sings (♫): I look to Christ upon the tree; His body broken there for me.
I lay before Him all my sin, my darkest secrets from within.

M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
C: Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. We have offended You and sinned against Your holy law.  We have done things we should not have done, and we have not done those things that we should have done. Have mercy on us, Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to Your promises in Christ Jesus.
C sings (♫): Lord may Your wounded hand impart, Your healing to my broken heart.
Your love alone can form in me, a heart that serves You joyfully.

ABSOLUTION
M: God our merciful Father has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son Jesus Christ to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us from death by His resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God (+), now and forever. 
C: Amen.
C sings (♫):             From Your own mouth comes forth a word; 
Your shepherd speaks but You are heard.
Through him Your hand now stretches out, forgiving sin, destroying doubt.

SALUTATION
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your Son, Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may boldly confess Him to be the Christ and steadfastly walk in the way that leads to life eternal; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
C sings (♫): (♫) Baptismal waters cover me; Christ’s wounded hand has set me free.
	Held in my Father’s strong embrace, With joy I praise Him for His grace!
[image: ]
                                 + THE WORD OF THE DAY + 

The Old Testament Lesson – Jeremiah 15:15-21 (sermon text)
	   Lord, you understand; remember me and care for me. Avenge me on my persecutors.  You are long-suffering—do not take me away; think of how I suffer reproach for your sake.  When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart’s delight, for I bear your name, Lord God Almighty.  
		I never sat in the company of revelers, never made merry with them; I sat alone because your hand was on me and you had filled me with indignation.  Why is my pain unending and my wound grievous and incurable?  You are to me like a deceptive brook, like a spring that fails. Therefore this is what the Lord says: “If you will repent, I will restore you that you may serve Me; if you utter worthy, not worthless words, you will be my spokesman. Let this people turn to you; but you must not turn to them.  I will make you a wall to this people, a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you but will not overcome you, for I am with you to rescue and save you,” declares the Lord.  “I will save you from the hands of the wicked and deliver you from the grasp of the cruel.”  (NIV)	
Psalm of the Day: Psalm 46 set to music as Still, My Soul, Be Still by Getty & Townsend from CW21 #834 sung by Alex & Beckah Ellinghuysen.
Epistle Lesson – Romans 8:18-25
       I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.  For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed.  For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that[a] the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.    We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.  Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies.  For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have?  But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.  (NIV)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
ALL: Alleluia. Whoever wants to be My disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow Me. Alleluia.

Gospel Lesson – Matthew 16:21-26		
	 	From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.  Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!” 
		Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”  Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?”  (NIV)
Hymn of the Day: #465 Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken, v.1-4

1. Jesus, I my cross have taken, All to leave and follow you.
Destitute, despised, forsaken, You on earth once suffered, too.
Perish ev’ry fond ambition, All I’ve ever hoped or known;
Yet how rich is my condition! God and heav’n are still my own.

2. Let the world despise and leave me; They have left my Savior, too.
Human hearts and looks deceive me; You are not, like them, untrue.
And since you have smiled upon me, God of wisdom, love, and might,
Foes may hate and friends may shun me—Show your face, and all is bright.

3. Go, then, earthly fame and treasure! Come, disaster, scorn, and pain!
In your service pain is pleasure; With your favor loss is gain.
I have called you Abba, Father! You my all in all shall be.
Storms may howl, and clouds may gather; All must work for good to me.

4. Haste, my soul, from grace to glory, Armed by faith and winged by prayer.
All but heav’n is transitory; God’s own hand shall guide you there.
Soon shall end this earthly story; Swift shall pass the pilgrim days,
Hope soon change to heav’nly glory, Faith to sight and prayer to praise.
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, abr., alt.

Sermon by Pastor Steven L. Neumann on Jeremiah 15:15-21
I Can’t Take This Anymore!

Responsive Format of the Apostles’ Creed
M:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth
C:  We embrace God, the Father Almighty as the creator of all that is.

M:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
C:  We proclaim Jesus, the Son of God, as the Messiah God had promised to send as our Lord and Savior.

M: He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary,
C: We stand and boldly state that ‘to us, a child is given’, and he was ‘born of a virgin’ just as Isaiah prophesied. 

M:  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
C:  We proclaim that as truly a man, Jesus suffered and died for the sins of the whole world - me included.

M: He descended into hell.
C:  After taking his life back, Jesus marched victoriously into the domain of Satan and declared MY victory!

M: On the 3rd day he rose again from the dead. 
C:  Because He rose and lives again, so will I, just as He promised.

M: He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
C:  We rejoice in Jesus’ triumphant victory over all our enemies, as well as His glorious return to His loving Father in heaven, where He now rules over all for the good of His church, me included.

M: From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
C:  We believe that Jesus will come again as promised with power and authority as the Judge of all.

M: I believe in the Holy Spirit,
C: We embrace the Holy Spirit as the faith-giver and sanctifier of our life.

M:  the holy Christian Church,
C:  We who are gathered together have been ‘called out of darkness’ into the wonderful light of following Christ. 

M: the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
C:  We are all forgiven saints, united in common faith as a royal priesthood of believers for God.

M: the resurrection of the body,
C:  We boldly proclaim that Jesus is the Resurrected One who has the power to raise the dead back to life, and will do so!

M: and the life everlasting.
C:  We believe that eternal life is ours, not by anything that we have done, but by God’s grace made ours through His gift of faith, and as a result of Jesus’ perfect life in our place and his death on the cross to pay for all our sins. Amen, which means ‘it shall be so’!
[image: ]             Offering 
Visitors: We are very glad you are worshiping with us today.  Please don’t feel obligated to give an offering. 
ALL: Please greet and introduce yourself to those worshipping around you today, and do come again!

                          PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Holy Creator, you created humans to bear Your image, but we have departed from You to seek our own way. Because You would rather redeem us than reject us, You sent Your only Son outside the walls of heaven to this earth with the good news of Your love.
C: We need that good news today and every day.

M: Holy Redeemer, You left Your comfort zone in heaven for the discomfort of this world. You were rejected so that we could be redeemed. Instead of being excluded, we by faith are now included in Your family and in Your kingdom.
C: Remind us daily how blessed we are to know and believe what You have done for us.

M: Holy Spirit, You operate a ministry of presence in our hearts to give us ‘the peace that surpasses all understanding.’ But countless souls lack that peace. They live in fear and doubt. Allow us to provide a presence in their lives so that they may see You in us.
C: Help us to reflect Your light and love to those held captive by the prince of darkness.

M: Provide and equip workers for Your harvest field. Supply men and women with gifts who are willing to go outside the walls of the church, outside their comfort zones, with a ministry of presence for the troubled, the lonely, the confined, the forgotten.
C: Send more faithful believers into jails and prisons, hospitals and hospices, facilities for the aging or for the troubled, schools and offices, public safety agencies and military installations, and anywhere else souls are hungering and thirsting for righteousness.

Special petitions and silence for personal prayer

M: All our other needs we bring in the prayer You are always happy to hear and answer:

 LORD’S PRAYER
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.

[image: How Great Thou Art Sign] Sermon Hymn: #256 How Great Thou Art, v. 1-4 

1.  O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the works thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed.
(Refrain:)   Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee,
“How great thou art! How great thou art!”
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee,
“How great thou art! How great thou art!”

2. When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze,
(Refrain: cf. above) 
               
3. And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing
He bled and died to take away my sin.
(Refrain: cf. above) 

4.  When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim: “My God, how great thou art!”
(Refrain: cf. above) 
Text: Stuart K. Hine, 1899–1989. © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust. U.S. print rights admin. by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.


Closing Prayer
M: O Lord, You have called Your servants to ventures of faith of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.  Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love is supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
Closing Blessing
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with favor (+) and give you peace.
[image: ]C:     Amen.

Closing Hymn: #369 Beautiful Savior, v. 1-4

1.  Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love thee, Truly I’d serve thee,
Light of my soul, my Joy, my Crown.

2.  Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands,
Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer;
He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing.

3. Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight,
Bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer,
Than all the angels in the sky.

4.  Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration
Now and forevermore be thine!
Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677, abr.; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TODAY’S SPECIAL DOOR OFFERING: We are taking a special DOOR Offering for WELS Christian Aid & Relief which helps churches, schools, & individuals that have gone through a disaster. They are currently helping in Neenah & Menasha after recent tornadoes did great damage there.  Our Church will match whatever funds are collected today to help those in need, as approved by the church council.

In our Entryway, Please Help Yourself to:
Keurig Coffee, Cider, & Hot Chocolate as well as Church Calendars for the month, Meditations (a devotional), & “Forward in Christ” & MLC’s “In Focus” Magazines.

This Week at St. Luke’s
Tuesday: 			Ladies Aid 6 PM (Special Date in preparation of Mission Festival)
Wednesday		New Bible Study begins at 6:30PM (Connecting Sinai to Calvary)
Thursday      	Men’s Breakfast Bible Study at Perkins 7 AM.  
					    	Worship Service with communion, at 6:30 PM.
Sunday				Worship Service with communion at 9:00 AM
							Bible Study, 10:15am

Happy Birthday: Rachel Fabian (4th) / Happy Anniversary: Al & Natalie Siok (2nd). 
September Cleaners: Connie Hagedorn by 9/6; Kim Rockwell by 9/13; Kris Swogger by 9/20; Jess McCann by 9/27. / Ushers: Scott Fabian, Wayne Albrecht, & Kurt Swogger. Bulletin Sponsors: Al & Natalie Siok in celebration of their 48th anniversary; Denny & Debi Allen and Bill & Tara Suffrins in memory of Dean Suffrins’ birthday.  
Looking Ahead
Fall Monday PM Women’s Bible Study: The weekly Monday 6:30PM study resumes September 14th with ‘Full Accessories of God: The Spirit’s Makeover for Women.’ This class will be taught by Rachel Fabian and Beckah Ellinghuysen. Ladies, please sign-up on the sheet in back of church if you plan to participate so we can get you a book.

NEW Tuesday AM Women’s Bible Study: A NEW every other Tuesday study from 9:30-11:00AM at Jim & Denise Albrecht’s house (26229 Little Trout Valley Rd) begins on September 8th as we look at: ‘How to Study the Bible’. This class will be taught by Beckah Ellinguysen & Niki Neumann. Ladies, please sign-up on the sheet in the back.

WELS Youth Group: for youth in grades 6-12 will begin this fall on Friday, September 4th at 6:30pm at the Trinity Church’s Parsonage (34861 Cty. Rd 12) with a Campfire & Games get-to-know each other session. Join the fun and bring a friend!

Mission Festival: A special 9am Mission Service will be held Sunday, September 27th with lunch afterwards. Pastor Mark Wegner of WELS 316NOW (which carries out mission work in SE Asia) will preach and present. Make plans to join this special day! 

WELS Military Retreat: will be held October 8-11 at Ironwood Springs Christian Ranch near Rochester, MN. This event is for active military members & veterans, and their spouses. Learn more or register at www.lutheranmilitary.org.
Since we serve you, if you EVER have a question, concern, or suggestion, please feel free to speak with any of St. Luke’s Leaders:

St. Luke’s Church Council Members
Mark Wieser, President (2nd Term – 2027), markwieser85@gmail.com , 507-312-0085
Jim Albrecht, Financial Secretary (1st Term – 2027), ltcattle@acegroup.cc , 507-643-6126
Jeremy Church, Treasurer (2nd Term – 2028), jeremych87@gmail.com , 507-459-0648
Tom Mueller, Secretary (1st Term – 2029), tpmue@yahoo.com , 507-452-5539
Kurt Swogger, Properties (2nd Term – 2028), kurtswog@yahoo.com , 507-313-0013
Dean Morgan, Properties (1st Term – 2029), deanm@hbci.com , 507-450-3663

Elders
	Tim Albrecht (talbrech@acegroup.cc /507.459.2722), 	
Alex Ellinghuyusen are1976@gmail.com / 507.429.0321 
Scott Fabian scottfabian21@gmail.com /507.458.2442)  
Bud Krause (lckjak1@gmail.com / 507.454.6938)

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church of Pickwick, MN:
•	is a gathering of Christians that exists to teach and preach the Word of God in all its truth & purity here among us and to all the people of earth as God desires.
•	accepts the Bible as the inspired & inerrant Word of God. 
•	accepts the Unaltered Augsburg Confession as a correct confession of Biblical faith.
•	believes that God created the entire universe in six natural days out of nothing but his almighty Word. 
•	believes that humankind fell into sin and is totally corrupt, dead in trespasses and sin, and doomed to hell. 
•	believes that God in undeserved love sent his own Son, Jesus, who took on humanity, lived a perfect life in our place, & suffered death and damnation for us and all our sins. 
•	believes that God the Holy Spirit uses this Gospel message in Word and Sacraments to create faith in us thereby making Jesus’ saving work ours. 
•	has as its goal to worship & serve God in thanksgiving, and to serve our neighbor in love as Jesus calls us to.
• is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (cf. wels.net for more info).

If you or someone you know might be interested in learning more about the Christian Faith or in joining our congregation, Pastor offers a NO COST / NO OBLIGATION Bible class that goes over the main doctrines of the Christian faith. This class also serves as the needed Preparation to take the Lord’s Supper at St. Luke’s, if the person is so interested. Speak with Pastor for more information and specifics. This class is scheduled on a day and time that works best for those who are interested in taking it.
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