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Welcome Guests!
Thank you for joining us! We are gathered here to be strengthened in the faith through the Word of Jesus, the Son of God, who has come to forgive and save us all.                          If there is anything we can do to better serve you, please let us know.
Pastor Steven Neumann’s Contact Info			              Lead Musicians
Cell Phone #: (262) 308-7666 					 Connie Hagedorn
Email: pastorsneumann@outlook.com 			       	       Kris Swogger

Note: We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper today. As Scripture teaches, our church body believes that communion is an expression of common faith & fellowship between everyone who communes. Therefore, we ask that only those who are already members of the WELS or ELS come forward for communion today. If you would like to know more about becoming a member of the WELS, please speak with Pastor Neumann before or after the service. Thank you.                     
   19th Sunday after Pentecost
Theme: Unexpected Truth: Real Repentance Looks Different!

Opening Hymn: #238 Oh, Bless the Lord, My Soul, v. 1-5


The Common Service With Communion
(please stand)                                                     (the music is found starting on p. 15 of our Red Hymnal)
Invocation
Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation (sung ♫): Amen.
Confession of Sins
M:  Beloved in the Lord: Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful & that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words & actions. I have done what is evil & failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now & in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, & trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Kyrie
C (♫): Lord have mercy on us. Christ have mercy on us. Lord have mercy on us.

Absolution
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C (♫): Amen.
Prayer and Praise - Gloria in Excelsis
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
C (♫): Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men. We praise you, we bless you, we worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father almighty. O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ: O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer. You sit at the right hand of God the Father: have mercy on us. For you only are holy: you only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
M: The Lord be with you. /  C (♫): And also with you.
[bookmark: _Hlk219286840]M: Let us pray. / Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness, keep us safe from every evil of body and soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C (♫): Amen.   (please be seated) 

+ THE WORD OF THE DAY +
[image: ]
Old Testament Lesson – Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 (sermon text)
 	  The word of the Lord came to me: “What do you people mean by quoting this proverb about the land of Israel: “‘The parents eat sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’?  “As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, you will no longer quote this proverb in Israel.  For everyone belongs to me, the parent as well as the child—both alike belong to me. The one who sins is the one who will die.  Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, you Israelites: Is my way unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust?  If a righteous person turns from their righteousness and commits sin, they will die for it; because of the sin they have committed they will die.  But if a wicked person turns away from the wickedness they have committed and does what is just and right, they will save their life.  Because they consider all the offenses they have committed and turn away from them, that person will surely live; they will not die.  Yet the Israelites say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Are my ways unjust, people of Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust?  Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own ways, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your downfall.  Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, people of Israel?  For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent and live!  (NIV)

Psalm of the Day - Psalm 25: To you, O Lord, I lift my soul (on p. 74 of the Red Hymnal)

Epistle Lesson – Philippians 2:1-11	     
       Therefore, if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind.  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others in your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant being made in human likeness; and being found in appearance a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Therefore, God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (NIV)   (please stand)
Gospel Acclamation
M: Alleluia. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works. Alleluia.
C (♫): Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Gospel Lesson – Matthew 21:23-32 / C (♫): “Glory be to you, O Lord!”
	  Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?”  Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?” They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’  But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.”  So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”  Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’  “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.  “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go. “Which of the two did what his father wanted?”  “The first,” they answered.  Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you.  For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.” (NIV) / M: The Gospel of the Lord.  C (♫):  Praise be to you, O Christ!   

Nicene Creed
ALL: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven                 and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, True God from True God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father, through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from Heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures. He ascended into Heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father & the Son, who in unity with the Father & the Son is worshiped &   glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian & apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead & the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
(please be seated)

Hymn of  the Day: #471 Renew Me, O Eternal Light, v. 1-4

SERMON by Pastor Neumann on Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
Lessons that Result as God Sets the Record Straight!

Create in Me
C (♫): Create in me a clean heart, O God, & renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of your salvation & uphold me with your free spirit. Amen.

Offering of Thanksgiving
Visitors: We are very glad you are worshiping with us today. Please don’t feel obligated to give an offering.  ALL: Please greet and introduce yourself to those around you.

Prayer of the Church 
by pastor 

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

[Video Service Ends – Minister shares blessing with online viewers.]

[image: ]                                                       THE SACRAMENT
M: The Lord be with you.
C (♫): And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts.
C (♫): We lift them up unto the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C (♫): It is good and right so to do.
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord / who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. / Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy)
C (♫): Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: heav’n & Earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

[image: ]+ WORDS OF INSTITUTION +
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, & when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” / Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” / M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. C (♫): Amen.
Agnus Dei (O Christ, Lamb of God)
C (♫): Oh Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Oh Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Oh Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace. Amen.
+ Distribution + 
Distribution Hymns: 	#462 O, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways, v. 1-4 
										#402 My Faith Looks Up to Thee, v. 1-4

Song of Simeon
C (♫): Lord now you let your servant depart in peace according to your word. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of the people Israel.

Closing Prayer
M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. / C (♫): And his mercy endures forever.
M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. / C (♫): Amen.



Blessing
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor (+) and give you peace. / C (♫): Amen, Amen, Amen.

Closing Hymn #334 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Today’s Door Offering: Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society – LWMS (Special)

Bible Study: Join us downstairs after the service as we continue our Sunday AM Bible study on 1 Corinthians and learn from ‘A Congregation in Crisis’.  Coffee & goodies to get you through until lunch will be provided. 

This Week at St. Luke’s
Monday:		Women’s Fall Bible Study, 6:30 PM.
Tuesday: 	  	Women’s Bible Study 9:30AM (every other week) Albrecht’s (26229 Little Trout Valley Rd)
Wednesday: 	 NO Evening Bible Study (Pastoral Meeting).
Thursday: 	 	 Men’s Bible Study at Perkins, 7 AM; 
						 O.W.L.S. in La Crosse, Noon Potluck with program afterwards; 
						 Worship Service at 6:30PM.
Saturday: 		 St. Luke’s Block Party: Hayrides, Bonfire, Chili Cook-off, and More; 2 PM-?

Happy Birthday: Jane Gardner / Happy Anniversary: None (?)

October Cleaning: Pam Larson by 10/11; Penny Mueller by 10/18; and Amy Woodard by 6/25/2026. Ushers: Nick Wieser, Dean Morgan, and Tom Mueller. Bulletin Sponsors: Jay & Kim Hansen in memory of daughter, Nikki Hansen; Jim & Denise Albrecht for their anniversary; Denny & Debi Allen & Bill & Tara Suffrins in memory of Bev Suffrins’ Birthday.

Looking Ahead:
LWMS Fall Rally: is on Saturday, October 17th (9am–noon) at First Lutheran, La Cresent; registration starts at 8am; lunch & fellowship follow. Presenter is Rev. Larry Schlomer, Board of World Missions Administrator. Theme: What in the World is WELS Doing? There is a challenge to double our attendance from the Spring Rally.  Women & Men are welcome to attend and childcare will be available. Natalie Siok is POC for questions. 

Men of His Word Conference: Saturday, October 24th, 8AM-3PM – at Mayo Civic Center in Rochester, MN.  Theme; Courage Under Fire! Keynote: Seminary President Earle Treptow on gospel-centered courage & leadership; Worship: Led by the WELS band Koiné. Plus breakout sessions to attend. Register at: MenofHisWord.org. Tom Mueller is POC for questions/carpooling.  ST. LUKE’S COUNCIL APPROVED THAT OUR CHURCH WILL PAY FOR ANY MEMBER WHO WANTS TO ATTEND! Speak with Tom Mueller or Pastor Neumann by October 9th to indicate your interest gentlemen.
In Our Entryway, please help yourself to:
Keurig Coffee, Cider, and Hot Chocolate, as well as Church Calendars for the month,
Meditations (devotional book), & “Forward in Christ” & MLC’s “In Focus” Magazines. 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church of Pickwick, MN:
•	is a gathering of Christians that exists to teach and preach the Word of God in all its truth & purity here among us and to all the people of earth.
•	is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (cf. wels.net for more info)
•  accepts the Bible as the inspired & inerrant Word of God. 
•	accepts the Unaltered Augsburg Confession as a correct confession of Biblical faith.
•	believes that God created the entire universe in six natural days out of nothing but his almighty Word. 
•	believes that humankind fell into sin and is totally corrupt, dead in trespasses and sin, and doomed to hell. 
•	believes that God in undeserved love sent his own Son, Jesus, who took on humanity, lived a perfect life in our place, and suffered death and damnation for us and all our sins. 
•	believes that God the Holy Spirit uses this Gospel message in Word and Sacraments to create faith in us thereby making Jesus’ saving work ours. 
•	has as its goal to worship & serve God in thanksgiving, and to serve our neighbor in love as Jesus calls us to. 

If you or someone you know might be interested in learning more about the Christian Faith or in joining our congregation, Pastor offers a NO COST / NO OBLIGATION Bible class that goes over the main doctrines of the Christian faith. This class also serves as the needed Preparation to take the Lord’s Supper at St. Luke’s, if the person is so interested. This class is scheduled on a day and time that works best for those who are interested in taking it. Speak with Pastor for more information and specifics.
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in the death of anyone,
declares the Sovereign LORD.

Repent and live!

Ezekiel 18:32





