


October 25, 2026
	
ST. LUKE’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH (WELS), Pickwick, MN
[image: Romans 1 16 17]Website: stlukespickwickwels.com / Email: stlukespickwick@outlook.com
[bookmark: _Hlk83214926]
Welcome to our Guests!
Thanks for joining us! We are gathered here to be strengthened in the faith through the Word of Jesus, the Son of God, who came to save us. If there is anything we can do to better serve you, please let us know.
Service Times:
Thursdays: 6:30 PM	Sundays: 9 AM with Bible Study at 10:15 AM
Communion is normally celebrated the 1st and 3rd weeks of the month

Church (507) 454-1380		Parsonage (262) 652-7215
24799 Trout Street		      	39246 Mill Street
Winona, MN 55987		      	Winona, MN 55987

Pastor Neumann’s Contact Info				         Our Lead Musicians
Cell Phone #: (262) 308-7666 		      	   Connie Hagedorn (chagedorn1229@gmail.com)
Email: pastorsneumann@outlook.com    		          	Kris Swogger (krisswogger@gmail.com)
A Celebration of the Lutheran Reformation
God is our refuge & strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Psalm 46:1

Opening Hymn #280 Thy Strong Word, v. 1-3

(please stand)

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
M:	In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C:	Amen.

M:	If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
C:	If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

M:	Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
C:	Holy God, Gracious Father, I am sinful by nature, and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 	But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his holy life and innocent death. Trusting in him, I pray: God have mercy on me, a sinner.

(Silence for meditation and reflection)

M:	Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son (+), and of the Holy Spirit.
C:	Amen.
GLORY TO GOD
M:	In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord!

SONG OF PRAISE # 390 Salvation Unto Us Has Come, v. 1, 4, 5

1)		Salvation unto us has come, by God’s free grace and favor
Good works cannot avert our doom; they help and save us never.
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, who did for all the world atone;
He is the one Redeemer.

4)      Yet as the law must be fulfilled or we must die despairing,
Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, our human nature sharing,
He has for us the law obeyed and thus the Father’s vengeance stayed
Which over us impended.
5)     Since Christ has full atonement made and brought to us salvation,
Each Christian therefore may be glad and build on this foundation
Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead; Your death is now my life indeed,
For you have paid my ransom.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
[image: ]M:	Gracious God, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:	Amen.
                                             + THE WORD OF THE DAY +
Old Testament Lesson – Daniel 6:10-12, 16-23
	        Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.  Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help.  So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: “Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or human being except to you, Your Majesty, would be thrown into the lions’ den?  The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”   So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!”  A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be changed.  Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep.   At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den.  When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?”  Daniel answered, “May the king live forever!  My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, Your Majesty.” The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. (NIV)  / M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!  

Psalm of the Day – Psalm 46 Sung as Hymn #200 A Mighty Fortress is Our God 

Epistle Lesson – Romans 3:19-28     
      Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore, no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.   But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify.  This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.  Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that requires works? No, because of the law that requires faith. For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law. (NIV)

(please stand)                                  
Gospel Acclamation
M: Alleluia. Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. Alleluia.
C (♫): Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Gospel Lesson – Matthew 10:16-23
      (Jesus said:) “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.  Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the synagogues.  On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles.  But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say,  for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death.  You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.  When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. Truly I tell you, you will not finish going through the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. / M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.  / C (♫):  Praise be to you, O Christ!  (please be seated)

Hymn of the Day #280 Thy Strong Word, v. 4-6

Sermon Text - Romans 1:16-17 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.  For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith” (Habakkuk 2:4). (NIV)

SERMON by Pastor Neumann on Romans 1:16-17
I’m not Ashamed of the Gospel!

[image: ]Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven & earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, & was buried. He descended into hell. The 3rd day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven & is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living & the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, & the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering 
Visitors: We are glad you are worshiping with us today.  Please don’t feel obligated to give an offering. ALL: Please greet and introduce yourself to those worshipping around you.

Prayer of the Church  
 Based on Luther’s prayer at the Diet of Worms (1521) as he faced the papal and imperial authorities. 
Our responses are verses of hymn 377 in the red hymnal.

M:	Almighty, eternal God! Out of the depths we call to you. The world opens its mouth to swallow your church, and our faith in you is too small to confront its lures and attractions. We confess the weakness of our sinful flesh. 
C:	If we are to depend upon any strength from ourselves, all is lost. Help us, we pray, to withstand the ungodly way of life that the world has to offer.

C (♫):     1. Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, With exultation springing,
And with united heart and voice And holy rapture singing,
Proclaim the wonders God has done, How his right arm the vict'ry won.
How dearly it has cost him!

2. Fast bound in Satan's chains I lay; Death brooded darkly o'er me.
Sin was my torment night and day; In sin my mother bore me.
Yet deep and deeper still I fell; Life had become a living hell,
So firmly sin possessed me.

M:	The work is not ours, O God, but yours. O Sovereign Lord and Creator, we have no way to satisfy your righteousness, nothing to contest the great Deceiver’s earthly power, nothing to mute its false attractions, nothing to uproot the rule of our sinful flesh. We would gladly pass our days in happiness and peace in an age awash with iniquity.
C:	Hear us, heavenly Father, for the cause is yours. Yes, Creator of all that is, your cause is righteous and everlasting. Vindicate your name among the nations. 

C (♫):    3. My own good works availed me naught, No merit they attaining;
My will against God's judgment fought, No hope for me remaining.
My fears increased till sheer despair Left only death to be my share
And hell to be my sentence.

4. But God beheld my wretched state Before the world's foundation,
And, mindful of his mercies great, He planned for my salvation.
A father's heart he turned to me, Sought my redemption fervently;
He gave his dearest treasure.

M:	O all-seeing Lord, have mercy on your church. You understand our plight. We thank you for sending a messenger of peace to correct the times between life and death. This One is your Son, Jesus Christ, the incarnate Savior, who saves us from the dangers that plague your church. You have chosen us to do your work. Therefore, O God, accomplish it by your will.
C:	Stand by your church each day in the name of Jesus, who is our shelter and shield, our Mighty Fortress. Through the strength of the Holy Spirit, such faith works joy and peace and willingness to serve a world in need.

C (♫):        5. He spoke to his beloved Son: "It's time to have compassion.
Then go, bright jewel of my crown, And bring to all salvation.
From sin and sorrow set them free; Slay bitter death for them that they
May live with you forever."

6. The Son obeyed his Father's will, Was born of virgin mother,
And, God's good pleasure to fulfill, He came to be my brother.
No garb of pomp or pow'r he wore; A servant's form like mine he bore
To lead the devil captive.

M:	We are even ready to lay down our life for this cause, as were your servants Martin Luther and his fellow Reformers and Confessors, who forcefully stormed the kingdom of heaven to restore the gospel of your righteousness to its central place in Christian life by the power of your guiding hand.
C:	Though this world is filled with devils and though our bodies perish in persecution, your Word and your Spirit still remain. Though all may be lost, our victory in your is won – the Word of God stands firm forever.
C (♫):        7. To me he spoke, "Hold fast to me, I am your rock and castle.
Your ransom I myself will be; For you I strive and wrestle.
For I am yours, your friend divine, And evermore you shall be mine;
The foe shall not divide us.

8. "The foe will shed my precious blood, Me of my life bereaving;
All this I suffer for your good; Be steadfast and believing.
Life will from death the vict'ry win; My innocence shall bear your sin,
And you are blest forever.

M:	In the confidence of faith, gracious Lord, bless our efforts to spread the gospel of the glory and grace of God throughout the world to the joy and edifying of all who hear and believe and for your glory and our good. 
C:	Amen.

C (♫):        9. "Now to my Father I depart, the Holy Spirit sending
And, heav'nly wisdom to impart, My help to you extending.
He will a source of comfort be, Teach you to know and follow me,
and in all truth will guide you.

10. "What I on earth have lived and taught Be all your life and teaching;
So shall the kingdom's work be wrought And honored in your preaching.
Take care that no one's man-made laws Should e'er destroy the gospel's cause;
This final word I leave you."

M: And we join in the prayer that our Lord Jesus Himself taught us all to pray:
	
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
M:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 	The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious 
          to you. The Lord look on you with favor (+) and give you peace. 
C:    Amen.             

Closing Hymn by Our Choir #640 from CW21
God's Word is our great heritage and shall be ours forever; to spread its light from age to age shall be our chief endeavor. Through life it guides our way, in death it is our stay. Lord, grant, while worlds endure, we keep its teachings pure throughout all generations.
In our Entryway, Please Help Yourself to:
Keurig Coffee, Cider, & Hot Chocolate as well as Church Calendars for the month, Meditations (devotional), & “Forward in Christ,” & MLC’s “In Focus” Magazines.

Today’s Door Offering Basket: Native Christians

Bible Study: We meet downstairs after the service for Bible study and refreshments.  We are continuing our study of 1 Corinthians, “A Church in Crisis.”  Join us!	

This Week at St. Luke’s
Wednesday: 	Bible Study w/ meal at 6 PM at Kurt & Kris Swogger’s
Thursday: 		Worship Service with Communion, 6:30 PM.
Sunday Nov 1st:     	Worship Service with Communion, 9:00 AM
								SPECIAL 1-Lesson Bible Study, 10:15 AM
Area Reformation Celebration at St. John’s Lewistown 2:00 PM
									  
Happy Birthday: Dennis Papenfuss (31st) / Happy Anniversary: Jim & Denise Albrecht 26th)  

November: Church Cleaning: Mary Jo Mades by 11/1; Rebecca Church by 11/8; Becky Aldinger by 11/15; Jess McGann by 11/22; TBD by 11/29 (Let Rebecca Church know if you are available).  Ushers: Steve Merchlewitz, Kendal Harvey, & Mark Wieser. Bulletin Sponsors: Bud & Judy Krause in memory of loved ones.

Looking Ahead:

Local Veterans & 1st Responders: will be celebrated & thanked NEXT Sunday, November 8th in our normal Sunday service.  A breakfast in their honor will follow. Join us to say thank you! If anyone has military photos to share, please get them to Debi Allen by Nov 1st.

If you or someone you know might be interested in learning more about the Christian Faith or in joining our congregation, Pastor offers a NO COST / NO OBLIGATION Bible class that goes over the main doctrines of the Christian faith. This class also serves as the needed Preparation to take the Lord’s Supper at St. Luke’s, if the person is so interested. Speak with Pastor for more information and specifics. This class is scheduled on a day and time that works best for those who are interested in taking it. 
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